
Audience Etiquette 
 

 

Audience etiquette is appropriate behavior at a theatrical event.   This 

 doesn’t just mean “behaving yourself”, although that is important, too.  

 There are special considerations when attending the theatre of which 

 you might not be aware.   Here are some Audience Etiquette “do’s and 

 don’t’s” 

 

Before the Show: 
 

DO arrive on time.   Come early if you need to buy a ticket. 

 

DON’T climb over people or walk in front of them if you are late.   Wait 

 until a scene change or break in the action to take your seat. 

 

DO use the restroom before the play starts. 

 

DO take notice of where the emergency exits are. 

 

DO keep your hands, feet & belongings to yourself. 

 

During the Show: 
 

DON’T bring food to the theatre.  Unlike movies, where the sound is 

 amplified, live theatre often relies on the actor’s natural voice.  Candy 

 wrappers and eating noise may cover the lines. 

 

DON’T talk to your neighbor during the production, even about the show.  

 Save your comments for after the show.   

 

DON’T say the lines or sing along, even if you know all the words.   The 

 audience did not pay to see you perform.   If your urge to perform is 

 so strong, then audition for the play next time. 

 

DO respond to the play in an appropriate manner.   The actors appreciate 

 laughter, tears, gasps of surprise and applause.    

 



DON’T yell out comments or whistle.   These responses should be saved for 

 sporting events, where they are considered appropriate. 

 

DON’T make video or audio recordings.   They are illegal unless special 

 permission has been gotten from the owners of the copyright. 

 

DON’T take pictures during the performance.   Flash on cameras can 

 momentarily blind a performer and cause them to break character.  If 

 you want a photo, make arrangements to have the actors stay 

 afterwards.  Actors will almost always pose for a picture. 

 

After the Show: 
 

DO applaud the actors to show your enjoyment. 

 

DO wait for the house lights to come on before exiting.   Check to see that 

 you have all your belongings. 

 

DO wait patiently for the crowd to thin out instead of pushing those in front  

of you or climbing over seats. 

 

 


