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Board of Education Meeting 

3/9/2015 4:00:00 PM
Historic Currituck Courthouse

Attendees - voting members

Dr. Bill Dobney Chair

Jackie Simmons Vice Chair

Dwan Craft Board Member

Darnell Gaddis Board Member

Attendees - other

Allison Osmon Superintendent

Alexandra Carter Student Board Member

Mary Kate Morgan Student Board Member

Katie Phillips Student Board Member

Katie Traylor Student Board Member

A. Call to Order

1. Invocation
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. March 5, 2015 Work Session Review

The following items were discussed and reviewed during the March 9, 2015
work session:

� Instructional Time & Make-up Day Discussion 
� School Calendar Flexibility 
� 2015-2016 Capital Outlay Budget 
� Results of the Knotts Island Middle School Selection Survey 

� eRate Funding 
� Affordable Care Act
� Senior Privileges Update 
� 2nd Reading of Policy 4201/7271 Injury & Loss Prevention  

4. Approval of Agenda (Action)

Motion made by: Dwan Craft
Motion seconded by: Darnell Gaddis
Voting
Unanimously Approved

B. Globally Competitive Students

1. One District One Book & Sponsors

Sandy Kinzel, Assistant Superintendent, recognized the community 
sponsors of the One District One Book reading initiative. She explained that 
not only is it a fun activity that promotes a shared reading experience but it 
encourages students and parents to read. The district is running public 
service announcement informing everyone of “James and the Giant 
Peach”. Ms. Kinzel thanked partners Towne Bank and Currituck Kids. She 
recognized Ginger Robinson, Assistant President of Currituck Kids, by 
presenting Mrs. Robinson with a certificate of appreciation. Mrs. Robinson 
said she thought the reading initiative was an absolutely wonderful program
that levels the field among students and encourages parents to take part in 
their child’s education. She suggested the next book focus on math and 
technology, promoting STEM.

2. Student Board Member Reports
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The Student Board Members presented their reports on school activities, 
student competitions, and athletics.

3. Field Trip Requests (Action)
1. CCHS Wrestling Regionals, Swansboro, NC - 2/13-14 2015 * polled 2/12/15
2. CCHS Wrestling State Championships, Greensboro, NC - 2/19-21 2015 * 
polled 2/18/15

3. CCHS FFA Leadership Mega Conference, Greensboro, NC - 3/28-29 2015
4. MMS & JPK FBLA State Leadership Conference, Greensboro, NC - 4/12-15 
2015
5. CCHS AP Government Trip, Washington DC - 5/25-27 2015
Motion made by: Jackie Simmons

Motion seconded by: Dwan Craft
Voting
Unanimously Approved

C. 21st Century Systems
1. Revised 2014-2015 School Calendars (Action)

Sandy Kinzel, Assistant Superintendent, presented the district’s proposal to
address the missed school days due to the recent bout of inclement
weather. Mrs. Kinzel explained the mandated restraints when creating or 
revising the school calendars. The district must also make sure teachers 
work 215 days to meet contract obligations. Mrs. Kinzel said that not all of 
the eight missed school days needed to be made up because the district 
would meet the required curriculum hours. Also due to current legislation,
make-up time for delays and early releases is not required. Mrs. Kinzel 
explained two early release days would be converted to full days and the 
April 3rd holiday would be moved to April 6, 2015. The school year would be 
extended to June 11 - ending with a half day for students. 

In closing, Mrs. Kinzel explained that Knapp Early College operated under a 
waiver so the required number of days and curriculum hours are different 
from the tradition school calendar. Their school calendar was modified 
slightly. Due to the way the courses and instruction is delivered to the 
students, Principal Basnight was able to send out assignments and had staff 
set up offices to provide assistance to students when the school was closed.

The Board agreed and approved the revised 2014-2015 school calendars.

Motion made by: Jackie Simmons
Motion seconded by: Dwan Craft

Voting
Unanimously Approved

2. Driver Education Resolution (Action)
Dr. Dobney presented the Drivers Education Resolution opposing the funding cuts 
to the school program. He explained that historically the highway trust fund 
allocation provided funding to the school’s Drivers Education program. Without this 
funding the cost is passed on to school districts and parents. The funding is 
scheduled to end in July 2015. Districts will not be able to charge above the $65 
cap; however, the true cost of the programs range between $170 to $350 per 
student. The Board voted to adopt the resolution opposing the unfunded mandate.

D. Consent Agenda (Action)
Motion made by: Jackie Simmons
Motion seconded by: Dwan Craft

Voting
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Unanimously Approved
1. Personnel Report Dated March 5, 2015

a. (c) Leave Request

2. Board Meeting Minutes for February 5, 2015
3. (c) Closed Session Minutes for February 5, 2015
4. 2nd Reading & Adoption of Policy 4201/7271 Injury and Loss Prevention
5. Banking Reconciliation 
6. New Pay Calendars for 10 month & hourly employees

E. Public Comment Session

Sandra Holcomb resident and parent thanked the Board for taking on the 
responsibility of making the difficult decisions to close school during inclement 
weather. However she asked the district to handle delays caused by fog 
differently. Mrs. Holcomb provided data on the safety of school buses and that 
students are more prone to get hurt at home. There was also the factor of parents 
missing work.

Mrs. Holcomb suggested that the district install additional lights on the buses to 
combat the fog delays. She also suggested that the district create storm folders 
which would contain work for the students. The folders could be sent home during 
threats of inclement weather, allowing students the opportunity to work and study
at home. Dr. Dobney asked Mrs. Holcomb to submit her remaining comments in a 
letter to the Board.

F. Information Items
1. Board of Education & County Commissioners Joint Meeting - March 9, 2015-
County Extension Building at 6:00 p.m.

2. Next Work Session - April 1, 2015- Knapp PLC at 4:00 p.m.
3. Next Board of Education Meeting -  April 1, 2015- Historic Currituck Courthouse at
6:30 p.m.

G. Board Member Comments

Dwan Craft reported on her visits in the schools over the past month. She also
read  a recent article on the dilemma that school officials face when closing or 
delaying school due to inclement weather. 

Darnell Gaddis reported on her school visits. She was also pleased with the newly 
created Ministry Committee that will bring more volunteers and assistance to the 
schools. Churches are encouraged to adopt a school.

Jackie Simmons thanked administration for revising the school calendar and
satisfying both staff and parents. He suggested driving across the many 
causeways and bridges in Currituck County to see how hard it can be to make 
weather calls and closing decisions. He gave an example of seeing several
wrecks near the northern end of the county while the roads were clear in the 
southern end. Mr. Simmons said he was pleased with administration's decisions. 
In closing, he encouraged everyone to take part in the One District One Book 
reading initiative. 

Dr. Dobney reported that during his many school visits he was pleased to 
notice the use of Chrome books in the classrooms. He also spoke about the 
wonderful impact a teacher can make on a student's life. He was recently told by 
an individual that one of the best teachers they ever encountered was in Currituck 
County Schools.
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H. Adjourn Meeting (Action)

Motion made by: Jackie Simmons
Motion seconded by: Dwan Craft
Voting
Unanimously Approved

Chairperson Secretary
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