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What can I do to help my child? 

 
• Find time for reading every day 
 
• Select books that your child enjoys.   

If you have selected a book and then 
find you are not interested  in it, stop 
reading it and find a new one. 

 
• Even reading 15 minutes a day will 

make a big difference in your child’s 
achievement and enjoyment of read-
ing. 

 
• Take books with you and your child 

everywhere you go! 
 
• Support your child’s reading experi-

ence by talking about the books and 
helping them understand and inter-
pret what they read. 

 
• Encourage participation in summer 

reading programs. 
 
• Use online books available through 

the public library or on your school’s 
media center webpage. 

 
Encouraging your child to use his/her 
reading skills at home is the single most 
important thing you can do to help      
develop literacy learning. 
   

Make reading together FUN! 

What if my child is promoted to 
4th grade in November? 

Your child will remain in his/her classroom 
to continue the 4th grade curriculum and 

take the 4th grade End of Grade test at the 
end of the school year. 

What if my child is not promoted 
to 4th grade in November? 

Your child will continue to have a reading 
retention label and continue to receive      

intensive reading support in the transitional 
classroom.  Your child will take the 4th 

grade End of Grade test at the end of the 
school year. Results, along with portfolios 
and local assessments will be used by the 

principal for promotion decisions.  

How will my child be ready for 
the 4th grade End of Grade test if 
he or she has been retained in 3rd 

grade? 

The 3rd/4th reading intensive class will 
meet 4th grade reading goals while provid-
ing focused intervention appropriate for 

your child. 
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What is Read to Achieve? 

Read to Achieve is part of the Excellent 
Public Schools Act which became law in 
July of 2012.  Read to Achieve require-

ments that went into effect in the 2013-14 
school year. 

“The goal is to ensure 
that every student can 
read at or above grade 

level by the end of 
third grade.” 

How will Read to Achieve affect 
my child? 

If your child is a first or second grader: 
Your child will be assessed in reading at 
the beginning, middle and end of the year.  
Your child’s teacher will receive feedback 
about the instructional needs of your child.  
Teachers and parents will work together to 
promote reading proficiency. 
 

If your child is a third grader: 
Your child will take a Beginning of Grade3 
test and will be assessed in reading at the 
beginning, middle and end of the year.  
Those assessments will give information to 
the teacher about the instructional needs 
of your child.  Your child will also take the 
North Carolina End of Grade Tests for 
Reading and Math.   
 
If your child is entering kindergarten in 
the 2015-16 school year and beyond:   

Your child will be given a kindergarten en-
try assessment within the first 30 days of 
school.  This assessment will allow teach-
ers to look closely at your child’s specific 
strengths and needs and create a plan for 
success in reading.  Ongoing assessments 
will allow teachers and parents to see and 
track progress of skill development. 
 
NOTE:  Some teachers will be piloting the 
kindergarten assessment in 2014-15. 

What if my third grader is not 
reading at or above grade level 

by the end of third grade? 

If your child does not pass the End of 
Grade test: 

Your child will receive reading interven-
tion.  He/She may show proficiency 
through the reading portfolio or the local  
alternate assessment.  Otherwise, he/she 
may ttake the test again or an alternate  as-
sessment ten school days after the first   
administration.  If your child passes the 
retest or alternative assessment your child 
will be promoted to the 4th grade. 
 

If your child does not pass the Retest: 
or Alternate Assessment: 

Your child will be recommended to attend 
the Reading Camp.  Students will take an-
other test or complete a reading portfolio 
to determine proficiency at the end of the 
Reading Camp.  If you choose not to en-
roll your child in the summer Reading 
Camp, your child will have the opportunity 
to demonstrate reading proficiency on the 
summer administration of the RtA test. 
  
If your child does not show proficiency 
at the end of the Reading Camp:   
Your child will be retained in third grade 
or placed in a 3rd/4th reading intensive 
classroom or a reading instruction support 
class.  Your child will be given another op-
portunity for promotion in November.  

 
What does the law encompass ? 

• A Kindergarten Entry Assessment 
• A comprehensive plan for reading 

achievement 
• Mandatory retention of 3rd graders not 

performing on grade level 
• A plan to help students who do not 

meet that goal 
• A plan to support teachers 


